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Greetings!   

Hi everyone, welcome to the first week of our competition. We will be working 

very hard for the next six weeks and the rewards of labor will be showcased at 

the Los Angeles Competition, March 8- 10th.  

2007 FIRST ROBOTICS COMPETITION 

FIRST (For Inspiration and Recognition of 

Science and Technology) launched its 

sixteenth FIRST Robotics Competition on 

January 6th. The FIRST Robotics 

Competition is an annual competition that 

helps students discover the rewards and 

excitement of science, engineering, and 

technology. Over 32,500 high-school 

students on 1,300 teams from Brazil, Canada, Israel, Mexico, the Netherlands, 

the U.K., and – for the first time ever – every state in the U.S., are participating 

in this year’s competition. At the Kickoff, all teams were shown this year’s game 

field for the first time and received a common kit of parts and a manual of game 

rules and regulations. Working with mentors, students now have just six weeks 

to design, build, and test their robots to meet the season’s engineering 

challenge. Once these young inventors create the robot, their teams participate 

in regional competitions that measure the effectiveness of each robot, the power 

of collaboration, and the determination of students. In this year’s game, “Rack 

‘N’ Roll,” students’ robots are designed to hang inflated colored tubes on pegs 

configured in rows and columns on a 10-foot high center “rack” structure. Extra 

points are scored by robots being in their home zone and lifted more than 4” off 

the floor by another robot before the end of the 2 minute and 15 second match. 

In 1992, the FIRST Robotics Competition began with 28 teams and a single 14 x 

14 foot playing field in a New Hampshire high school gym. This season, over 

1,300 teams will participate. Thirty-seven regional competitions will lead up to 

the 2007 FIRST Championship at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta, April 12-14. 

Since its beginning, FIRST has had a positive impact on students and academic 

communities. FRC participants are eligible to receive over $7.5 million in 

scholarships from some of the finest science and engineering schools in the 

country. Research has shown that FIRST students’ attitudes about science, 

math, teamwork, and the working world significantly improved after participating. 

The students’ self image also improved, particularly in minority groups. In 
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addition, interest in internship and employment opportunities with sponsoring 

companies increased. FIRST is supported by a strong network of sponsors who 

provide funding, mentorship time, talent, volunteerism, equipment, and more. To 

find FIRST Robotics Competition events and teams in your area, visit 

www.usfirst.org and click on the map in the top right corner. 

What is FIRST?  

Accomplished inventor Dean Kamen founded FIRST (For Inspiration and 

Recognition of Science and Technology) in 1989 to inspire an appreciation of 

science and technology in young people. Based in Manchester, N.H., FIRST 

designs accessible, innovative programs to build self-confidence, knowledge, and 

life skills while motivating young people to pursue opportunities in science, 

technology, and engineering. With the support of many of the world’s most well-

known companies, the not-for-profit organization hosts the FIRST Robotics 

Competition and FIRST Vex Challenge for high-school students, the FIRST 

LEGO® League for children 9-14 years old, and the Junior FIRST LEGO League 

for 6 to 9 year-olds. To learn more about FIRST, go to www.usfirst.org. The FIRST 

Robotics Competition challenges teams of students and their mentors to solve a common engineering design problem in a 

six-week timeframe using a standard "kit of parts" and a common set of rules. Teams build robots from the parts and enter 

them in a series of intense competitions designed by Dean Kamen and Woodie Flowers. The program is a life-changing, 

career-molding experience—and a lot of fun. There are many components of the competition, including design, building, 

programming, electronics and wiring. In addition to the robot, there are public relations, web design, business and 

animation components as well." 
 

Read on...

Mentors make it possible  

For this season, we are so lucky to have some incredible mentors that are helping our program. Walt Disney Imagineering 

is our largest sponsor and their support is integral to our success. Mike Gordon and Joel Payne have participated in our 

program for the past two years and are back again to assist us this season. Their knowledge and patience keeps us on 

track and focused. MOOG Aircraft Group is another sponsor and Dan Feith, who works there is here to help for his second 

year. Dan's enthusiasm is over the top and our team really appreciates all the time that he gives to us. In addition, we have 

some new mentors that will be helping us this year. Howard Stahl is a computer science teacher at SMC and his 

experience with C Programming is going to challenge our knowlegable programmers. Also, we have been told that we will 

be getting some assistance from the LAPD Bomb Squad and our students are really excited to work with someone who 

can tell us some very interesting stories while perfoming mechanical engineering tasks! 

Thank you Sponsors!  

Team 1515 would like to thank the following sponsor s for supporting our program:  Corporate Sponsors:  Walt 

Disney Imagineering, Mercedes-Benz of Beverly Hills, MOOG Aircraft Group, BHHS ROP Individual Donations  The 

Gabbay Family, Julie Fluegel, Paige Lapinski, The Ayeroff Family, Anita Komlos, Samuel and Jonathan Victor, This list 

reflects donations received through January 3, 2007 

Our Amazing Alumni  

Many familiar faces dropped by the robot room to assist our team during the past 2 weeks. Thank you to the following 

alumni whose contributions to the team are invaluable: Lior Bartov, Angelyne Wang, Nick Sarnoff, Eli Chait, Aaron Berger, 

Tyler Wirontono, Adir Babebeygy, Matthaniel Cowell, Olga Nikulina, Cassie Rice, Michael Harris and Adam Guilmet. 

BHHS robotics is funded solely by donations and corporate sponsorships. All business aspects of the program are run by 

the Beverly Hills High School ROP Entrepreneurship classes taught by Eileen Kahn. If you are interested in supporting our 

team either as a mentor or as a financial contributor, please contact Eileen Kahn at eileenkahn@gmail.com. 
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Sincerely, TEAM 1515, BHHS ROBOTICS 

 

Eileen Kahn 

BHHS Robotics  

 
email: eileenkahn@gmail.com  
web: http://bhrobotics.com  
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